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Today is a very good day to be a Trojan. But on September 12, it was a very good day to be a Sigma Nu.
At the Old Man Golf Tourney, I was reacquainting myself with a group of guys I hadn’t seen or heard

from in 25 years. Yet those years melted away in an instant. Within moments, we were roaring with laughter
as we retold stories of our days in the chapter. It occurred to me that these were the guys who shared some of
the most important and enjoyable years of my life. As I headed home, I regretted every year I had allowed to
pass by without any contact with these characters.

Another school year has begun and, once again, Sigma Nu had excellent fall recruitment. I couldn’t be more
proud of this chapter. They have really turned Epsilon Omicron around and returned it a fraternal powerhouse
at USC. I am only sorry they have to do so with the house in its current condition. It seems as if every month
brings another need for a temporary Band-aid repair over a crumbling infrastructure. This month we have been
battling numerous plumbing problems. The house still doesn’t have air-conditioning and the internet connec-
tivity is spotty at best. The condition of the chapter house is a challenge that we can’t ignore much longer.

About a million years ago, when I was a member of the active chapter, I thought I was in the best fraternity
but always noticed the strong alumni presence at the other houses; I was impressed at how involved the alum-
ni were with the active members. I am hopeful we can develop that sort of alumni involvement at Sigma Nu. 

Get involved again. The active chapter wants you to be involved. Where
to begin? Park at the chapter house (for free) on game days and stop in to
say hello and meet the active chapter. Make a promise to yourself that
you will not miss the Plaque Banquet this spring (which will probably be
held at the Jonathon Club again this year). You can make a difference in
the lives of the young men in the active chapter.

The Sigma Nu Fraternity membership card that I have carried in my wallet
every day since I joined the active chapter says—no, certifies—that I am a
life member committed to the fraternity’s ideals and entitled to its privileges.

So as an alumnus and life member I urge you to reconnect with your old
fraternity brothers. Get reacquainted with them and begin taking advan-
tage of the “privileges” you were promised. You will not only be making
a difference for the active chapter, you will also be rekindling the bonds
of brotherhood that brought us together all those years ago.

Fraternally, 
Bill Lanting ’82, ΕΕΟΟ 993
Holding Corporation President
(310) 592-4400
blanting@earthlink.net

EPSILON OMICRON BROTHERS, 
NOW IS THE TIME TO GET INVOLVED

Active Members Encourage Alumni to Visit Chapter House

Sigma Nu Launches 
Alumni Relations 

Program

Upon graduating from USC, we all leave ΣΝ with high hopes of
keeping our fraternal bonds intact. Unfortunately, we quickly find

that many new interests—careers, families, and civic activities—can
create valid diversions. The day-to-day activities of life take over and,
before long, we fall out of touch and begin to wonder what happened to
our brothers. Without a solid alumni relations program in place, our
members lack the means for staying connected to the fraternity.

With this in mind, our new alumni relations program is designed to
help our members stay in touch and to cultivate awareness and involve-
ment in Epsilon Omicron. There are several elements that are key to
the program’s success.

We will mail two newsletters each year containing alumni news, infor-
mation on upcoming events, reports on various chapter activities, and
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Active members paint the chapter room
during the parent-son work day. 

The chapter room now serves as a 
multi-purpose game room.
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Successful Work Day, Philanthropy, and
National Awards Strengthen Chapter

Chapter Thanks Alumni and Parents 
for Continued Support

We are in the midst of one of the brightest peri-
ods in the history of the Epsilon Omicron

Chapter. This year we have begun to realize many
dividends from our dedication and are truly running
on all cylinders.

Recruitment Increases Membership by 25%
Due to a new year-long recruiting plan, our active
chapter has more than doubled over the last three
years. We are now booming with about 100 members.
During fall recruitment we took in 25 strong candi-
dates—the largest pledge class in over a decade. “The
increasingly larger and more distinguished pledge
classes at Epsilon Omicron are a testament to the
character and commitment of the initiated Knights,”
says Recruitment Chairman Richard Lamondin ’06,
ΕΕΟΟ 1539. With three consecutive 20+ pledge classes,
Epsilon Omicron earned two awards from Sigma Nu
National: the Manpower Award, for being one of the
largest Sigma Nu chapters nationally, and the Increase
in Manpower Award, for raising our chapter member-
ship by over 25% in the past year. We look to build
upon this success in future semesters.

Philanthropy Benefits Area Children
We moved our annual spring philanthropy, Sigma Zoo,
to the heart of campus to increase visibility and to involve a greater number of Trojans in
this awesome event. “It was a huge success for the fraternity and the 150 children in
attendance. The university liked the event so much, they have promised to help us get
Traveler to add more prestige to next year’s event,” says Philanthropy Chairman Scott
Palmer ’05, ΕΕΟΟ 1522. We plan to expand our philanthropic efforts this fall with Christ-
mas Tree Sales.

Chapter Achieves “Most Improved G.P.A.” Honor
In addition to our successful philanthropic efforts, we were honored to receive the
award for Most Improved G.P.A. this spring. Academics are the foundation of our pur-
pose at USC, and we have taken great care to ensure  all of our brothers keep their
primary focus on this aspect of the college experience. We have also installed a new
scholarship program to increase individual and collective accountability and to ensure
the men who are struggling with classes have access to the help they need to ultimately
achieve academic success.

Alumni Involvement Makes a Difference
All of the growth we have experienced recently is due in large part to our alumni and par-
ents. On September 7, we held a Parent-Son Work Day to rejuvenate the women’s
bathroom, bike court, and turn the chapter room into a multi-purpose game room. These
projects were a huge success, and we are planning a similar work day to further enhance
the house. Additionally, regular meetings with the Holding Corporation have been an
incredible resource for everything from house upkeep to improving the chapter socially and
philanthropically. We are true believers in learning from the past and always invite your
ideas to widen our perspectives.

Stop by and experience the brotherhood and progress that surround the Sigma Nu house at
USC. We would not be where we are today without the support of you, our alumni. We ask

for your continued involvement so we may build on our successes.

Fraternally,
Max Pierce ’05, ΕΕΟΟ 1517
Eminent Commander

Commander

Max Pierce ’05, ΕΕΟΟ 1517

(323) 373-5437

rmpierce@usc.edu

Nashville, Tenn.

Lt. Commander

T. J. Lowther ’06, ΕΕΟΟ 1537

Sandy, Utah

Treasurer

Scott Palmer ’05, ΕΕΟΟ 1522

Sierra Madre, Calif.

Recorder 

Jack Lynch ’05, ΕΕΟΟ 1518

Fairway, Kan.

Recruitment Chairman

Richard Lamondin ’06, 

ΕΕΟΟ 1539

(305) 794-5853

lamondin@usc.edu

Miami, Fla.

Alumni Relations Chairman

Ben Cohen ’08

Apple Valley, Minn.

bencool5@aol.com

UNDERGRADUATE

OFFICERS

Epsilon Omicron and 150 area chil-
dren enjoy the animals at the annual

Sigma Zoo philanthropy event. 

current lists of undergraduate and alumni officers. Once
a year, we will send out a biographical update that
allows alumni to update the information we have on
record. These updates also provide the information for
the Alumni Update section in the newsletters. Altogeth-
er, the updates are a vital tool in maintaining our
records, and our ties with one another.

We hope that through the new Epsilon Omicron alumni
relations program your fraternal bonds are regularly
renewed and strengthened. We are always interested in
hearing from you, so if you have any suggestions, alum-
ni news, or ideas for articles, please submit them to
Sigma Nu Holding Corporation, 1507 7th St., PMB 123,
Santa Monica, CA 90401.

Elements of a Successful Alumni Relations Program
• Mail at least two alumni newsletters per year.
• Hold at least two alumni-oriented events per year.
• Regular correspondence (in addition to the newsletters).
• Maintain a current database on all members and keep 

consistently updated. 
• Educate the undergraduates on the importance of     

alumni involvement in the chapter.

Alumni Relations 
Program
(Continued from front page)

                                                                                               



sigma Nu

home away from home
HAL MESSINGER ’51 VALUES SIGMA NU FAMILY

PRESIDENT

Bill Lanting ’82, ΕΕΟΟ 993
Manhattan Beach, Calif.

TREASURER

Josh Flaherty ’02, ΕΕΟΟ 1463
Los Angeles, Calif.

COMMUNICATIONS CHAIRMAN

Matt Joy ’01, ΕΕΟΟ 1433
Santa Monica, Calif.

SIGMA NU

HOLDING

CORPORATION

Anthony Accomazzo
Berkely, Calif.
San Ramon Valley H.S. 

Matt Berardi
Hampton Falls, N.H.
Phillips Exeter Academy

Andrew Bushe
Pasadena, Calif.
Loyola H.S. 

Will Chenneveau
San Diego, Calif.
Torrey Pines H.S. 

Justin Chiang
Alhambra, Calif.
Alhambra H.S. 

David Crary
San Jose, Calif.
Westmont H.S. 

Steven Ellis
Irvine, Calif.
University H.S. 

Jordan Eselevsky
Chicago, Ill.
Stevenson H.S. 

Eric Goldman
Boulder, Colorado
Golden Senior H.S. 

Chris Hahn
Riverside, Calif.
La Sierra H.S. 

Thomas Henry
Kansas City, Kan.
Shawnee Mission East H.S.

Brian Huefner
Peachtree City, Ga.
McIntosh H.S. 

Chris Kirk
Elk Grove, Calif.
Pleasant Grove H.S. 

Chris Koss
Seattle, Wash.
Overlake H.S. 

Grant Long
East Bay, Calif.
Berkeley H.S. 

David Magruder
Kansas City, Mo.
Rockhurst H.S. 

Kyle Nauman
Dartmouth, Mass.
Dartmouth H.S. 

James Odum
Kansas City, Kan.
Shawnee Mission South H.S.

Zane Pace
The Woodlands, Texas
The John Cooper School

Thomas Parides
Phoenix, Ariz.
Chaparral H.S. 

Alex Payne
Santa Monica, Calif.
New Roads H.S. 

Brian Rodysill
Rochester, Minn.
Mayo H.S. 

Josh Rosenbaum
Phoenix, Ariz.
Sunnyslope H.S. 

Scott Sternad
Atlanta, Ga.
Norcross H.S. 

James Xie
Alhambra, Calif.
Alhambra H.S. 

Ambrous Young
Hong Kong
Chinese International School

WELCOME, FALL 2008 MEMBERS

Web Sites

Epsilon Omicron
www.uscsigmanu.com

Sigma Nu National Headquarters
www.sigmanu.org

University of Southern California
www.usc.edu

Send recruitment recommendations
to our Recruitment Chairman at

lamondin@usc.edu.
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Like many college students, Hal Messinger ’51,
ΕΕΟΟ 529 moved away from his home in San

Francisco to attend school at USC. Being 400 miles
away from anything familiar Hal decided to join Sig-
ma Nu and found an extended family—a family he
still values to this day. He says being a part of the fra-
ternity enabled him to broaden his
understanding of the world.

Hal says his favorite undergraduate
memories include Homecoming
and annual events held by Epsilon
Omicron. “Participating in campus
life allowed us to strengthen the
bonds of brotherhood.” Even today,
Hal values his Sigma Nu and USC
experiences and says, “My associa-
tion with Sigma Nu and USC has
brought me much joy. I take pride in being a part of
the Trojan family. It is very rewarding to meet people
who give credit for their success in life to not only
Sigma Nu but USC as well.” 

Hal was a leader in the fraternity, serving as lieu-
tenant. commander for one year. This early leadership
role helped prepare him for roles he encountered later

in life as a husband, father, financial advisor, and in
political groups. He says, “At some point in each of
our lives we will be called to act as a leader. It may
be in our home, school or the activities in which we
participate. I get great fulfillment from the success of
others under my direction and I enjoy being an

encourager.”

Hal advises young alumni to be
involved in their career wholeheart-
edly and expect that it will lead to
greater opportunities. As for the
undergraduate members, Hal urges
them to take classes outside of their
major as they will broaden their
world view.  To all Sigma Nu mem-
bers he says, “Maintain your Sigma
Nu connections. You never know

when you will meet someone who has the very same
connection—it’s a bond you cannot break.” 

In his spare time Hal enjoys working on the comput-
er, walking, reading and studying the Bible. He and
his wife, Joan, live in Apple Valley, California, and
can be reached at hmessinger609@yahoo.com.

“My association with Sigma
Nu and USC has brought me

much joy. I take pride in
being a part of the Trojan

family. It is very rewarding to
meet people who give credit for
their success in life to not only
Sigma Nu but USC as well.” 

                                                                                                                        



Upcoming Events
November 13-16

Weekender in 
San Francisco 

(Active RV Retreat)

December 1-5
Sigma Nu Christmas

Tree Sales 

December 7
Candlelight Dinner
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SIGMA NU
HOLDING CORPORATION
1507 7th St. PMB 123
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Address Service Requested

ATTENTION: This newsletter is intended for alumni, undergraduates, and parents. 
If your son is still attending the University of Southern California, he will receive a copy at 

the Chapter house. If he has graduated, please send us his permanent address to update our records. 
Thank you.

Chapter Eternal
George Vafis ‘56, ΕΕΟΟ 600 passed on to Chapter
Eternal on February 8, 2008. At the time of his
death George was living in San Diego, Calif. He
is survived by his wife, Jan.

Alumni News
George “Burl” Reichart ’31, ΕΕΟΟ 061 says, “I
am 97 years old—still breathing!” Burl and his
wife, Una, are the parents of George ’00, ΕΕΟΟ
1430 and Suzanne,  also a  USC graduate.  
E-mail: georgereichart@hotmail.com

Tom S. Baker ’40, ΕΕΟΟ 267 and his wife, Jane,
are residents of Redondo Beach, Calif., He is
the long-retired supervisor and assistant director
of the Los Angeles Unified School District.

James D. Mount ’43, ΕΕΟΟ 309 serves as docent
at Petersen Automotive Museum and is a mem-
ber of several Santa Monica, Calif., advisory
boards. He and his wife, Ruth, celebrated their
61st wedding anniversary in June 2008. They
have four children: Deborah, Steven, Jeff, and
Lisa. E-mail: j.mt.13@verizon.net

Dr. Carl F. Forssell ’47, ΕΕΟΟ 566 published The
Amazing Adventures of Big Nick in Alaska and the
National Library of Poetry book Love’s Promise.
He and his wife, Dorina, live in Oro Valley, Ariz.,
and are the parents of Erik and Kimberly.

Peter G. Fleming ’49, ΕΕΟΟ 487 sells properties
in Santa Monica, Malibu, and Pacific Palisades.
Peter is a homeowner in Pacific Palisades and
spends most of his time there and in Malibu,
Santa Monica, and Brentwood. Peter is always
ready for new residential real estate clients.  
E-mail: peterfleming@earthlink.net

Bruce L. Andren ’55, ΕΕΟΟ 590 is a retired insurance
broker from Tustin, Calif. He is the father of four
grown sons: Michael, Mark, Steve, and Tim, with
his wife, Div. E-mail: bruce@compactbuickclub.org

Frank J. Hall ’56, ΕΕΟΟ 608 is the head of pub-
lic relations for American Computer Recyclers
Inc. in Las Vegas, Nev.

Charles R. Koppany ’60, ΕΕΟΟ 641 spent his
career as a research and process chemical engi-
neer for CF Braun & Company in Alhambra,
Calif. Now he is enjoying retirement and the
single life! E-mail: crkoppany@aol.com

Harold “Hal” Raphael ’65, ΕΕΟΟ 676 was the
battalion chief of the Westminster Fire Depart-
ment until retiring in 2004. He and his wife,
Marcie, are residents of Bellflower, Calif., and
the parents of two.

Eric A. Freeman ’71, ΕΕΟΟ 735 is the father of two
daughters, Erin and Laura, with his wife, Pat. He is
a resident of Santa Fe, N.M., and a retired employ-
ee of FedEx. E-mail: freemaneric@bellsouth.net

Scott A. MacDonald ’76, ΕΕΟΟ 830 is a two-
time Emmy award winner for his work on
TV news stories.  He is the communications
director for Woodward & McDowell in Los
Ange les  and  l ives  in  Wes t  Hol lywood .  
E-mail: scott.macdonald@prodigy.net

Christopher A. Schaller ’82, ΕΕΟΟ 982 is the
president and CEO of Comade Inc. in Irvine,
Calif. He lives in Orange with his wife, Diane.
They have two children, Devon and Jackson.
E-mail: cschaller@comade.com

Joe C. Gallardo ’84, ΕΕΟΟ 1053 lives in Loma Lin-
da, Calif. and is a management analyst for Clark
County. E-mail: dagallardo2005@yahoo.com

Eric R. Miller ’92, ΕΕΟΟ 1285 and his wife,
Kendra, are expecting their first child in February
2009. They reside in Los Angeles, Calif., where
Eric is the regional manager of finance for Rus-
sell Stephens. E-mail: advanced.dth@gmail.com

E. Scott Burns ’95, ΕΕΟΟ 1330 is a real estate
agent in Orange County, Calif. He and his
wife, Vanessa, have two daughters, Natalia and
Tatiana. E-mail: esburns@aol.com

Matthew T. Joy ’01, ΕΕΟΟ 1433 lives in San-
ta Monica, Calif., with his wife, Jessica.
E-mail: mattjoyguitar@hotmail.com

Alumni Update

December 8
Active Retreat

May 14
Sigma Nu 

Graduation Dinner

Send alumni news to Josh Flaherty ’02,
ΕΕΟΟ 1463 at josh.flaherty@gmail.com.

                                                                                                                                                              


